[The use of a rate-responsive pacemaker after heart transplantation].
The indications and the results of pacemaker implant following orthotopic cardiac transplantation. Four patients implanted a cardiac pacemaker (PM) in the early post-operative period (PO) of orthotopic cardiac transplantation (from 10th to 16th PO day). The patients were 33 to 55 year-old and the indications to PM were supraventricular arrhythmia (atrial fibrillation or flutter) associated with atrioventricular block in three, and complete atrioventricular block in one patient. Previous to PM implant, patients were submitted to endomyocardial biopsy, which was normal in two patients, evidenced mild rejection in one and moderate rejection in the remaining. A ventricular rate responsive pacemaker was implanted in all patients, with sensors responsive to muscular activity in one patient, and to minute ventilation in three. One patient died in the 20th PO due to acute allograft rejection not controlled by immunosuppressive drugs. Three other patients had satisfactory evolution and the pacemakers were programmed during exercise testing, previous to hospital discharge. Recent evaluation revealed that these patients are in good clinical condition at the 6th, 14th and 24th PO months. Adequate pacemaker function was insured by exercise testing and ambulatory electrocardiographic recording. A ventricular rate responsive pacemaker represented a satisfactory mode of pacing, in patients with severe bradycardia, following heart transplantation.